
W
e

recognise
thatthis

is
a

difficulttim
e

forparents
and

guardians
and

thatthe
Coronavirus

is
having

a
significantim

pacton
young

people
and

fam
iliesacrossthe

w
orld.

The
closure

ofschoolsm
eansthatopportunities

forchildren
to

talk
to

and
play

w
ith

friendsw
illbe

lim
ited

to
online

interaction.Thisw
illalm

ostcertainly
lead

to
children

spending
m

ore
tim

e
online.

Parentsw
orking

from
hom

e
m

ay
notbe

able
to

m
onitortheirchildren

Ɛ͛
use

ofdevicesasthey
usually

w
ould.

U
nfortunately,w

hilstrare,there
are

negative
influencersand

online
groom

ersw
ho

use
the

internet,socialm
edia

and
online

gam
ing

to
spread

theirextrem
e

ideas,w
hich

children
can

be
exposed

to.Som
e

ofthese
ideas

m
ay

be
considered

radicalor
extrem

e
and

w
hen

a
person

startsto
supportorbe

involved
in

them
,thisiscalled

radicalisation.

O
ur

experience
of

radicalisers
is

that
they

m
ay

link
their

extrem
e

view
s

to
the

global,nationalor
individualresponse

to
Coronavirusw

hich
could

be
show

n
through

film
s,im

agesand
discussionsas;

x
Conspiracy

theories

x
Blam

ing
otherpeople

forthe
virusand

itsim
pacton

life.

x
Hate

againstgroupsbecause
ofrace,religion,sexuality

and
gender.

Radicalisers
w

illw
ant

as
m

any
people

as
possible

to
believe

their
ideas

and
som

etim
es

encourage
them

to
take

action,
w

hich
m

ightbreak
the

law
.Thiscan

be
how

people
are

draw
n

into
terrorism

.

O
nline radicalisation -Parent/guardian inform

ation and support



Boredom
could

cause
children

to
engage

w
ith

new
groups

or
individuals

and
this

could
m

ake
them

vulnerable
to

those
looking

to
influence

young
people.

O
nline

radicalisation
m

ay
be

hard
for

parents
to

notice
because

it
is

a
com

plex
issue.

There
are

a
possible

signs
that

som
eone

m
ay

need
som

e
help

(although
a

lot
of

them
are

quite
com

m
on

am
ong

teenagers),but
look

out
for

increased
instancesof:

•
Exploring

new
and

unusualw
ebsites,chatforum

sand
platform

sdue
to

boredom
orfrustration.

•
Joining

new
orsecretgroupssince

isolation.

•
Speaking

w
ith

new
friendsorbeing

secretive
aboutchatsduring

online
gam

ing
orin

forum
s.

•
A

strong
desire

to
seek

new
m

eaning,identity
and

purpose.

•
U

sing
language

you
ǁ

oƵldn͛texpectthem
to

know
.

•
W

atching,sharing
orcreating

film
sonline

linked
to

religious,politicalorracialhate.

Radicaliserscan
targetyoung

people
by

sending
friend

requestson
popularsitesand

platform
sto

see
w

ho
responds.They

m
ay

strike
up

a
conversation

to
build

a
relationship

w
ith

a
child

and
ask

them
to

chatprivately.

These
chatscan

then
happen

on
forum

ssuch
as2chan,4chan

and
8chan

w
hich

are
anonym

ousposting
and

discussion
forum

sforover18s.The
contentisoften

unsuitable
forchildren

and
nota

safe
place

to
have

discussionsand
learn

aboutissues.

W
hat are the possible signs of online radicalisation?



These are indicators that they m
ight need help, but you know

 your child best and w
e advise that you speak w

ith them
 first.

Check in w
ith them

 and ask them
 about w

hat they are view
ing, w

ho they are speaking to and how
 they are feeling. This 

m
ight feel difficult, but here are som

e tips to help you:

•
Listen carefully to their fears and w

orries. There are som
e helpful tips here.

•
Avoid com

plicated and w
orrying explanations that could be frightening and confusing.

•
There is advice and support to help them

understand Coronavirus

•
If they are finding it hard to cope w

ith bereavem
ent and grief -advice can be found here.

You can get m
ore inform

ation from
 the follow

ing w
ebsites, these w

ill help you understand w
hy people som

etim
es need 

m
ore support if they have been radicalised, w

hat is available and how
 to access it.

W
hat can ǇoƵ do͙



Firstly,w
e

advise
that

you
speak

w
ith

the
Dedicated

Safeguarding
Lead

at
your

child͛s
schoolor

college.
They

w
illknow

your
child

and
have

had
extra

training
to

know
how

pick
up

on
concerning

behaviour.They
can

talk
through

yourconcerns,give
advice

and
getextra

supportshould
you

need
it.

If ǇoƵ͛d raƚher Ɛpeak online͕ ƚheƐe ǁ
ebƐiƚeƐ can help ǇoƵ Ɛhare ǇoƵr differenƚ concerns:

•
If you live in W

ales, share your concerns about radicalisation here

•
You w

ant to report any suspicious terrorism
 concerns

•
If you need to report a hate crim

e

•
You've seen som

ething online that supports, directs or glorifies terrorism
 including 

w
ebsites, film

s or im
ages report them

 here. 

•
The                   have a helpline 0808 800 5000 to talk to som

eone or an online form
 to share 

your concerns about your child

If ǇoƵ haǀe anǇ ǁ
orries or concerns͙


